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space round the magnet throughout which this force is exerted is called its magnetic field, and at any point of the field there exists magnetic force of a deiinite amount acting in a definite direction.
Fig. 68.
Since a magnet freely suspended at any point on the earth's surface sets in a definite direction, its north pole always pointing approximately to the north pole of the earth, the magnet is in a field of force due to the earth • the earth itself exerts magnetic force. Experiments will be described later by which the strength and direction of this field can be determined. For the present it is sufficient to bear in mind its existence.
7O. Magnetic Lines of Force. Suppose now that at the point P (Fig. 69) magnetic force is acting in the
Fig. 69.
direction PQ, that is to say, a north or positive polo placed at P is urged in the direction PQ • if we move on to y, a